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Foreword

The I8avasyaUpanisad belongsto the Vajasangi Sarhita of the Sukla Yajurveda, and forms its
last chapter The Upanisd extols the all-penasivenessand all-controlling natureof the Supreme
Being. The very word 15avasyam(versel) corveys boththesemeaningsandthe next phraseyatk-
inca jagatyam jagat clarifiesthat nothingis excludedfrom the scopeof His penasivenessandcon-
trol. All of usaredependenbn the Prakrti, andthe Prakrti itself is dependenbn God, who is the
only independenbeing. The uniquenatureof God— thatHe penadeseverywhere— is explained
by the useof phrasesuchas“He is nearandalsovery far” (yaddire yadvantile); “He is within
andwithout” (tadantamsyasarvasyaadu sarvasyabahyatal); “He movesandyet doesnot move”
(taddhavato’nyanatyeti tisthat) &c.

TheUpanigdspellsoutthatnotonly aretheright knowvledgeaboutGodandtheworld andthesoul’s
relationto themnecessarybut thatthis right knovledgemustbe accompaniedby clearrejectionand
negationof wrongknowledge(verse9-14). Thus,total clarity in understandings emphasized.

TheUpanigadcontainsabeautifulprayerattheend(versel5, etseq.)appealingo Godto revealHis
natureto us.

A_CEryaMadh\a givesa uniqueexplanationfor theword aham(versel7) usedastheinnercontroller
of oneself;asminalsorefersto Godin aspecialsenseThus,thephraseso’hamasmshouldnotbein-

terpretedo meanidentity with the SupremeBeing, but to indicatetheimmanencef Godeverywhere
includingin the devoteerecitingthe Upanisad.

Thoughattemptshave beenmadeto explain this Upanisd to supportconceptf identity between
thesoulandthe SupremeBeing, it shouldbe seerthatwith the (alleged)exceptionof onephrasethe
entire Upanisd is clearly dualistic, Theistic,and consistsof an ardentprayerof the devoteeto the
SupremeBeing. Both thereality of the world in the absolutesenseandtheleadingof an active life
in performanceof prescribedduties(describedas niskamakarmain the Bhagaad Gita) only with
the intention of pleasingthe SupremeBeing and acceptingHis dispensatiorwithout question,are
proclaimedn this Upanisad.

D. Prahladacharya
Vice Chancellor
Ragriya Sanskita Vidyaptha, Tirupati

August17,2000
Si RaghaendraSwani Aradham



Preface

The presentpublicationof the Isavasyaalongwith its commentaryby AcaryaMadhwa (1238-1317
CE) andsubcommentaridsy othersin hislineagewill, it is hoped seneto highlightandmale avail-
ableanimportantresourceausefulin the studyof this Upanigad. For asthelateH.H. SrTVidyérrﬁrya
Tirthaof PalimarMathanoted[DNS82], this Upanisd containsadepthof meaningnotobviousfrom
its shortlength:

I_’sivﬁsyopanjat paficanimisireva samarapi pathitumarta, athapi
sarvavedrthagarbhita, brahmandagarbhitaSi Krsnavadanamiva
aScaryajanan bahugambhra ca

As with mary of Madhwa's works, thereis the problemof lack of availability andawarenessegarding
his commentaryupon this text, and as with our releaseof an online versionof the Mahabharata-
Tatparya-Nirmyaof Madhwa this pastFebruarythis effort shouldhelpwith theseproblems— in his
asirvacanagiven at the time, the late Swamiji hadexpressedhe wish thatall works of Madhwa and
otherleadingscholardn hislineageshouldbesopublished.The presenteditio cumnotis variorumis
partof a continuingeffort to fulfill thiscommand.

Along with the Upanisad aregiven Si Madhwa’s Bhasya, the Tika thereonby Si Jayalrtha (career
1364-1387CE), andthe Prakasika thereonby SiVadiraja Tirtha (1480-1600CE). The Khandartha
of Si RaghaendraTirtha (1595-1671CE), which is an independenglossarytaking its lead from

the earlierworks, is given separatelyaswell. Thesemay be saidto be the mostimportantworks
producedby the Madh\a traditionin explanationof the I_'sﬁvésya. Detailsaboutthe livesandworks
of all thesescholaramay be learnedfrom ‘The History of the Dvaita Schoolof Vedanta’by B.N.K.

SharmgdBNK81].

Where necessarywe have also given quotesfrom sub-commentarieby other authorsin the tra-
dition, asfootnotes,in explanationof specificpoints. In a small numberof instancesfootnotes
given in Govindacharya edition [BG69] are also given to recordhis reasoningn respectof cer
tain variantreadings. Sincethe Bhasya of Sii Sarkaracryais frequentlyreferredto andcriticized
by Madhwa’s commentatorsywe have includedthe sameas an appendix,for easeof referencein
study (TheViSigadvaitainterpretatiorof this Upanisd, presumablyderiing from the commentary
of Kurararayars, is alsocriticized, but thatcommentaryjhasnot beenavailableto us.)

As for the commentarieshemseles, we may note that the Bhasya of Madhwa is quite terse,and
doesnot overtly botheritself with refutationof contraryexplanations.Thattaskis entirelyleft to his
commentatorsThe Bhagyais alsonot givento returningto versesor phrasepreviously explainedto



make secondattemptsasmaybeobsenredin caseof thecommentariesf othertraditions.However,

thesevery qualitiescanmake the depthof thecommentaryextremelydifficult for anordinaryperson
to comprehend.It is unfortunatelytoo often the casethat Madhwa’s works are readwithout their
commentariesandhighly improperconclusionsarereachedaboutthemasa consequencdt is here
thatwe owe a greatdealof thanksto the otherstalvartswho have explainedMadhwa’s positionsin a
mannerthatwe canappreciatenoreeasily The Tika, the PrakaSika, andthe Khardartha eachfills

a distinct and importantniche, and all of them collectively aid in the properunderstandingf the
Bhagya. °©

TheTika oftenusesllustrative exampleswvhosesimplicity concealsauniverseof depth:for instance,
in connectionwith the secondmantm, it is said that one must perform ones duties“just asone
qguencheghirst” (trsnavicchedaval This simpleillustration coversa lot moregroundthanmay be
idly supposed:

e onemustperformones dutiesregularly, asoftenaspossible justasonequenches
thirstregularly, notjustoncein awhile;

e onemustcontinuewith ones dutiesat the next available opportunity even when
ones schedulas interruptedasit will beatsometime or another)justasonedoes
not stopattendingio ones bodily needsvhena scheduldor the sames upset;

e onemustnot procrastinater delayones duties,justasonedoesnot procrastinate
in the matterof the needto quenchthirst, evenin the faceof competingneedsand
difficulties;

e onemustexercisesoundjudgementin the mannerin which one performsduties,
justasoneis obligedto do soin the matterof quenchinghirst, taking careto avoid
harmto oneself;

e onemustperformones dutiesto ones limit of ability, just asonequencheghirst
to ones limit, notjustin tiny sips

— andsoon. The Prakasika alsoshavs how eachwordin theinvocatoryversesof the Tika summa-
rizesepithetsand phrasef the Upanisaditself. Therefore no oneshouldhave theleastdoubtthat
SrTJayafrtha’s work is of stellarquality, andthata properandthoroughunderstandingf the same
would bethework of alifetime for avery greatscholay notjustacasuakndesor for alayman.Even
S0, oneis obliged, evenin spite of lack of suficient skill, to try to improve ones understandingis
bestasonepossiblycan,asthetrsnavicchedavatxampleof the Tika itself requires.

%It shouldbe notedthat thereare more Madhwa works on the I_’sivﬁsyathan areto be seenhere: seethe collectionof
ShanbhagDNS82], which we have usedasoneof our sourcegothersbeing[BG69] and[DP97)). We have justincluded
theonesthataremostimportant,to keepthetotal taskfeasibleconsideringour limitations of time andotherresources.



The Prakasika, thoughnominally a subcommentanextendsthe scopeof the discussiorbeyondthat
foundin the Tika in morethanoneinstanceandshavs that'Sn_VEdirszais ableto reasonindepen-
dently andreachbold conclusionswithout having to necessarilyresortto the supportof the Tika.
Of particularnoteis the Prakasika's detailedexplication of yo'savasaupurusah so’hamasmiwhere
amongotherthingsthe pointis made,'A destitutesupplicantdoesnoteversay ‘| amverily thesame
asyou, to agreatking” (na hi yacalo daridrah yacyananamalarajam prati ‘tvamevahamasmi'iti
kvacidbrute). Likewise,the seerof the Upanisad, seekingthe Lord’s succordueto highly adwerse
circumstancesyould not have couchechis entreatiedo his Deity in termsof identity (asindeedhe
undoubtedlyhasnot, in otherverses).Suchinterpretations thusbarredby the context (andalsoby
gramma? aswell asotherconsiderations).

Both the Tika andthe Prakasika take issuewith 'Sa.rkaras interpretationsn mary instancesandthe
Prakasika in particuIarcondemns'Sa.rkaraS handlingof the Upanisad as*“akin to a monkey’s (rude
andunappreciatie) handlingof anecklaceof preciouggems”(markab svakaegataratnanalaya iva)
and“only indicative of his own (penerse)nature”(svasvaupapradarshanaparamera). However, it
is notto be supposedhatthe Prakasika canonly claim calumry for its singularachiezement:it may
indeedbe obseredthatthe errorsin theinterpretationsriticized arebeyond dispute, andcannotbe
wishedaway by piousoutrage. The ‘History of the Dvaita School’ [BNK81] (p. 255) pointsout,
“The Advaitin’s ideaof Devata-jfiana,introducedinto Isa11,is aliento the spirit of the Upanisads,
which aremainly devotedto the scienceof the Atman” andalsosaysthatthereis no sanctionin the
rulesof grammarfor “the arbitraryway in which Sankaraexplains away versel4, after prefixing
a nggative particle beforesambhuti andturningit into asambhiti’ — a feat which begetssarcastic
praisein the Tika for its “unprecedentedkill in grammar”(apurva vyakarana kalwsalan). The same
book[BNKB81] alsopointsout elsevhere(p. 158,fn. 2) thatSchradefFOS33, afteracritical study
dismisseéa.rkaras interpretatiomas*“forced”

It wouldalsonotbeoutof placeto obsenre thatthelateF. Max Miller [FMM64], thoughoperatingn
perfectignoranceof the Madh\a criticismsof the Advaitic interpretationof thel_'sﬁvésya,hascome
up with very similar oneson his own steam:

“The verse®-14areagainfull of difficulty, notsomuchin themselesasin theirrelation
to the generalsystemof thoughtwhich prevails in the Upanishadsandformsthe foun-
dationof the Vedantaphilosophy. .. Sa_rkaraexplains avidya, not-knavledge,by good

Very briefly, the“identity texts” have to be taken, underAdvaitic interpretationto signify not thatthereis identity be-
tweentheliving individual andthe Supremeat the presentime, but thatsuchidentity will beseerto existwhentheillusion
of the world of plurality is sublated.However, this interpretationis opposedo the ‘lat pratyayg giventhe grammatical
aphorismvartarmmanelat of Panini which would requirethatonly identity underpresentonditionsbe the purportof verse
17 andalsoothertexts suchasahambrahmasmi As sucha purportcannotbe entertainedthe statusof identity texts qua
identity textsis inadmissible.



works, particularlysacrifice performedwith a hopeof reward; vidya, or knowledge,by
aknowledgeof thegods,but not, asyet, of thehighestBrahman.Theformeris generally
supposedo leadthe sacrificerto the pitrloka, theworld of the fathersfrom whencehe
returnsto a seriesof new births; the latter to the devaloka the world of the gods,from
whencehe may either proceedto Brahman,or enterupona new round of existences.
The questionthenarises,how in our passagéhe former could be saidto leadto blind
darknessthelatterto still greaterdarkness. . This antithesisbetweernvidya andavidya
seemgo meto be sofirmly establishedhat! cannotbring myselfto surrendeiit here.
Thoughthis Upanishachasits own very peculiarcharacteryet its objectis, afterall, to
impartaknowledgeof theHighestSelf, andnotto inculcatemerelyadifferencebetween
faith in the ordinary godsandgoodworks. It wasdistinctly said before (verse3) that
thosewho have destrged their self, i.e., who performworks only, andhave not arrived
at a knowledgeof thetrue Self, go to the worlds of the Asuras,which are coveredwith
blind darkness.If thenthe sameblind darknesss saidin verse9 to bethelot of those
who worshipnot-knavledge,this canonly meanthosewho have not discoreredthetrue
Self, but are satisfiedwith the performanceof goodworks. And if thosewho perform
goodworksareopposedo otherswho delightin trueknowledge,thatknowvledgecanbe
of thetrue Selfonly.

“The difficulty thereforewhich hasperpleed 'Sa.rkarais this, how, while the orthodox
believeris saidto enterinto blind darknessthetrue disciple,who hasacquireda knowl-
edgeof thetrue Self, could be saidto enterinto still greaterdarkness.

Therefore,t would be aswell to notethatthe criticismsfoundin the Tika andPrakasika have their
basisin this, the arriving at by Sa_rkaraof absurdandself-defeatingconclusionghat confoundand
discomfitneutralscholarsaswell. We maythustake it that unbiasedscholarsthosehaving notthe
leastinterestin Madhwa's theologyperse will nonethelesbe pleasedo notethathisinterpretations
of the I_’sﬁ\ésyaare completelyself-consistentJead to no absurdities,and thus offer much scope
for neutralscholarship. The late Max Muller would doubtlesshave found the ready and cogent
interpretation®f the Khandartha muchbetterthanthe sourceshe wasforcedto work with.

The first Englishtranslationof Madhwa’'s commentaryon this Upanisad was by the late S.C. Vasu
[SCV11] way backin 1911. Vasuwasapparentlynot formally schooledin the Madhwa traditional
works(basednthetrendof hisown writings; oneis notawareof ary sourceof biographicatata) but
his groundbreakinggfforts at translatingMadhwa’s Upanisad commentariesrehighly laudable.lt is
unfortunatehathisworkshave beensolittle noticedandareoutof print. AlthoughVasus propensity
for drawing parallelsbetweenMadhwa’s opinionsand Judeo-Christiartheologiess distractingand
of doubtful value overall (Sharma[BNK81], p. 159 however cites one instance that of versel7,



appravingly), it is without doubtthat his productis very valuableto seriousscholars.For instance,
Vasuobsereswith regardto verses, * SiMadhwa hasexplainedthis versenotin his ownwords,lest
someonemayquestiorhisauthority but by quotingVarahaPuramawherethisversehasbeerfully and
exhaustvely explained(sic)” No Madha could claim that this doesnot correctly capturethe spirit
of Madhwa’s preferencdor quotation(often bafling to outsiders)ratherthan his own unsupported
word (asis standardvith Sa_maraandothersin mary cases)n hiscommentarieandoriginal works.
Similarly, we learnfrom Vasuunderverse4, “Thereis no suchroot asRsa jfianein the Dhatu-FRatha,
butin theMahaBhagyait is saidthereis sucharoot” OnedoeswishthatVasuhadbeenmorecareful
to highlightthefactthathis “notes” and“notasbene”areoften translationof subcommentariagpon
Madhwa’s wordsratherthanhis own original ideas but this is aminor grievanceonly.

A morerecentwork claiming to be a translationis by Sonde[NDS90]. This however is moreof a
free-wheelingoresentatiomf ideasmary of whicharebut very poorly correlatedvith theactualtexts
of the commentaryand subcommentariethereon. Many traditional authoritiesfrom the Bhagaad
Gita andthe Upanisadsnot referredto by the commentatorsre alsointroducedat the whim of the
“translator A presentationn Englishthatis faithful to the letter and spirit of Madhwa is the one
by Pandurang{KTP85]. It doesnot translatethe Bhasya, muchlessthe furthercommentariesipon
it, word for word, but gives a broadpresentatiorof the major ideas,with somecitationsfrom the
actualtexts to arousethe curiosity and deeperinterestof discerningreaders. ShanbhagDNS82]
includesa fairly detailedforeword to his publicationof the available Madhwa commentariesgiving
othercomparatie views anda summaryof Madhwa's interpretation.

Among newer, non-traditionalinterpretersand translatorsof the I_’sﬁ\ésya,the work of Aurobindo
Ghosh[AG21] probablycomesgheclosesto Madhwa's understandinghoughtherearemary signif-

icantdifferences(Aurobindohowever cutshimselfoff from Sa_rkaraS interpretationsstartingatthe
veryfirst word of thefirst verse.)Thework of Prabhupad@P 74 claimsto be“authorized”(which he
haselsavhere,in histranslationof the Bhagaad Gita, claimedasmeaningthathis “purports” reflect
alearningcomefrom a “disciplic successionincluding Madhwa), but in the event his explanations
bearlittle resemblancéo Madhwa’s, andhave very little to do with any mannerof rigor or accurag

of expositioneither evensettingasidethetheologicaldifferences Surely theillustration of “a mon-
key handlinga necklace”appliesas muchin his caseaswell, andthe claim that his opinionsare
“authorized”is just phory balong.

We have includedallist of authoritiescited by Madhwa andall the otherincludedcommentatorsiso,
including Sa_rkara,in expoundingthel_'sﬁvasya,asan appendix.As with our earliereffort, exactci-
tationsfrom authorityaremarked off by doublequote-markswhile paraphrasesr rhetoricalphrases
aremarked off by singlequote-marksWe would muchappreciateary informationconcerningmis-
prints, etc.,in thetext. If readersareinterestedn helpingwith future works of this type, we would
warmly welcomesuchparticipationalso.

\Y



The latestversionof this materialis alwaysavailableonthewebatht t p: / / ww. dvai t a. net
andthe personswvho maintainit may be reachedoy electronicmail atdvai t a@lvai t a. or g as
well.
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ThelsavasyaUpanisad

Ompurnamadahpurnamidampurnat purnamudacyate
purnasyapurnamadayapurnamevavasisyate ||

Om&antih &antih &antih ||

The Rsi of this Upanisad is Svayambhuva Manu. The Lord Hari (Visnu), known as Yajfia for
being the Lord of all sacrifices, is the Devata. The Lord incarnated as the son of AKUTT, the
daughter of Manu himself. Manu, when faced with the danger of some demons who were
intent upon devouring him, praised the Lord with these verses, and overcame his dire straits
thereby. These circumstances are narrated in the Bhagavata Purana also.

The meters such as anugubhmay be known in their respective places by counting the sylla-
bles.

There is the ancient stern warning against commencement of Vedic study or sacrifice without
knowing the seer, the Deity, and the meter(s) correctly. Hence these facts should first be
attended.

Thetenetso bestatedaterwill only betakento heartby the qualified,not by others;for thisreason,
to createthe qualificationfor study andto satisfythe curiosity of the studenffor the subjectof study
thefirst mantia obtainsasfollows —

Om I_’sivﬁsyamidarrsarva_myatkﬁcajagat;ér_njagat |
tenatyaktenabhuiijitha ma grdhahkasyasvidihanam || 1 ||

idamsarvam= all this (this entireuniverse);|savasyan= @asyaﬁv&sya_m: I_’sasya

avasaygyam= penadedby 153 the Lord Hari; yat kificha = alsowhatsoger, andwhatever there
maybe;jagatyam= prakrtyam= in theprimordialnaturejagat = theworld; tena= by Him (theLord
Hari); tyaktena= dattenavittena= wealthgrantedallotted,given; bhuiijitha = bhagyamkuryah = do
experiencegenjoy; ma grdhah= ma kanksethah = do not crave for, do not seek;kasyasvid= ary one
elses; dhanamF wealth.

This entire universe is pervaded by the Lord Hari. It also is dependent upon primordial
nature, which in turn is also pervaded by Him. He alone is thus independent. For this
reason, enjoy whatever is given to you by Him, and do not seek wealth from any other
source (since Hari alone is independent, do not worship others such as kings in hopes of
wealth).



N.B. Comparethis versewith Bhagavata Purara VI11.1.10 (A_trrﬁ\ésyamidarrsarvam, wherethe
samemeanings corveyed clearly

With thefirst principle of morality for aseeler of knowledgebeingstatedasacceptancef theLord’s
disposition,it is now statedthatone mustalways,continually performones requireddutiesin life,
justasoneis alwaysengagedn satishctionof needssuchasthirst. Thus,thereis noreasorto give up
actionsimply on the basisthat acceptancef the Lord’s dispositionandfreedomfrom greedmeans
thatoneneednot acteither—

kurvanneehakarmani jij ivisechatamsanah |
evamtvayi nanyathetasti na karmalipyatenare || 2 ||

kurvan= doing; eva = only, even;iha = here,in this world, while a humanbeing; karmani = (pre-
scribed)actions,duties,works; jij Iviset = jivitumicchet = shall you desireto live; Satamsanmah =

Satamvarsani = a hundredyears,a full life; evam= thus,in this way; tvayi = for you, in you; na=

not; anyatta = otherwisedifferent;itah = from this; asti = is; karma= papams= sin; lipyate = stains,
taints;nare = in theman.

One must desire to live even a hundred years by doing prescribed karmaonly. Thus is it right
for you, not otherwise; [if this is done, then] sin will not bind the human.

As it isthecasethata persorsinseveninadwertently all thetime, it is notcorrectto think thatsimple
inactionwill causeoneto befree of taint. The only way in which thatwould happenandonewould
qualify for study andthe understandingf the sacredsubjects,is by the performanceof required
actionfor aslong asonelives. Onemustbe satisfiedwith whateser the Lord seedit to give one,as
the first versestates but mustalways performones duties,asthe secondstateswithout desirefor
rewardbeyondHis judgement.

However, not all will acceptthe Lord’s decree. Thus, for the personwho has obtained(or is in
the processf obtaining)the requiredqualifications,in orderto produceinterestin the Paranatrma,
thosewith incorrectunderstandingthatwhich doesnot follow the principleslaid down thusfar) are
criticized—

asurya namate loka andhenaamas’vrtah |
tamstepretyabhigactanti ye ke catmahandanah || 3 ||

asuna = of greatmisery or belongingto asuia-s (demons)nama= niscitametat thusis certain;te
= they, those;loka = worlds;andhenadamas = nibidandhalarena = of relentlessblinding darkness;
avrtah = coveredwith, ernvelopedby; tan = (to) them; pretya= upon death;abhigactanti = fall



into, aretrappedinto; ye ke = thosewho; atmahanah= yathavadatmafianamafiatva vaipantyena
janantah= having failedto know the(Parama—)&tmﬁcorrectly persistn falseknovledgeonly; janah
= persons.

The worlds of eternal misery, covered with unremitting darkness, indeed, do they fall into
without recourse, they who, having failed to realize the truth about the Lord (in spite of
opportunity), persist in false knowledge.

The questionnow becomeswhatis this truth aboutthe Isathat shouldbe realized?The next verse
thereforestateshe characteof theLord —

anejadekanmanasgaviyo nainaddea apnuvanprvamarst |
taddhavato’nyanatyeti tisthattasminnapaenatarisva dadrati || 4 ||

anejat= nottrembling,free of all fear; ekam= one,alone,the primary; manasah= (than)the mind;

javiyah = swifterthan;na = not; enat= it, this one;devah = the deitiesheadecy Brahme; apnuvat
= sakalyenavyajanan= comprehenar know fully; purvam= from before,sincebeginninglesdime;

arsat = knowing (freely andfrom His own nature);tad = that[Brahman];dhavatah= thoserunning,
moving fast;anyan = others;atyeti= surpassegvertales;tisthat = rests exists,remainstasmin=in

Him, in thatHari; apah= karmani = actions;Matarisva = MukhyaPrara; dadhati = samarpayatF

dedicatesoffers.

(The Supreme is) completely free of fear, for being the primary Being; He is swifter than the
mind, and cannot be fully comprehended (even) by the deities (headed by Brahma), while
He knows all by His own nature, from beginningless time; though unchanging, staying as-
is, He effortlessly overtakes all, no matter how they may run; to that Lord, Mukhya Prana
dedicates all the actions performed by all creatures.

tadejatitannaijati taddure tadvantile |
tadantamsyasarvasyaadusarvasyabahyatah || 5 ||

tad = tasnmat = from him; ejati = bibheti= tremble(in awe or stupeéction);tat = He, Himself; na=
(does)not; dure = far off; tadu= tadeva = He alone;antike = near closeby; antah= within, inside
of; asya= of this; sarvasya= of all; bahyatah= outsideof.

He causes all to tremble or quake in fear of Him, but He Himself fears none (for being inde-
pendent); He is very far off (He exists even at infinite distances), and He is also very close
by (because He is omnipresent); He is within everyone and everything, and also outside
everyone and everything (His presence is all-pervasive).

Xi



It hasbeensaidthat Hari is all-penasie, the controller of all, andall-powerful. Now, the useof
knowing thisis clarified—

yastusanani bhutanyatmanyeanupayéi |
sarvablutess catmanamtato navijugupsate|| 6 ||

yah= (he)who; tu = but, indeed;sanani = all; bhutani = beings,creaturespbjects,atmani= in the
SupremeBeing; eva = only; anupdayati = excellently beholds clearly understandssarvabhutesi =

in all beings;ca = and;atmanam= the Lord, the Rulerof theinnermostself; tatah = thus,therefore,
by reasorof; na= (does)not; vijugupsate= wish to hide or seekconcealment.

One who sees all animate and inanimate nature in the Supreme (for He exists outside them
and is their support), and also sees the Supreme in all of them (for He exists in them, and is
their controller from within), by this reason, he becomes free of fear and does not ever need
to seek concealment.

Onewho perceVesSrTHari asbeingthe soleindependenéntity andthe motivatorof all, hasno fear
of anyone, sincehe knows that all power belongsto the Lord only, not to ary other Verse5 has
alreadyexpressedheideathatthe Supremds omnipresenttherepetitionof the samenotionhereis
for thepurposeof explainingthesignificanceof suchomnipresencéwhy it is importantto understand
it).

Thesamenotionis furtherclarified—

yasminsarani bhutanyatmaiabhudvijanatah |
tatra ko mohahkahSokaekatvamanuggyatah || 7 ||

yasmire in whom;sanani = all; bhutani = beingdgexist], thewordtisthantibeingimplied here;atma
= the SupremeBeing; eva = only; abhut = presentgxists within; vijanatah= who understandshis
verywell (theprefixvi signifying viSe®na, “specially” is addedo janatah “who knows; thepurport
beingthatthe Lord is understoodsspecialascomparedvith theindividual, or thatHe is very well
understood)tatra = in thatpersonkah= what;mohah= delusion;50kah= sorraw; ekatvanr identity
(of theLord existingin ary onebeingandHim existingin all others);anupa&yatah= perceveswell.

For one who clearly understands that all beings exist in the Supreme, and that He exists
within all of them (as their controller), and who thus sees the unity of the Lord as existing
(without change) everywhere, what could possibly cause delusion, or sorrow?

Nothingatall, thusis intended.

At this, onewould ask,'How canit be saidthatthereis lack of delusion,&c. merelyuponknowing
theLord?’ To answetthis, it is said—
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saparyagacchukramalayamavraramasviram suddhamagpaviddhan |
kavirmansgi paribhuh svayambhbryathatathyato' rthan vyadadiacdaSvaibhyah
sanabhyah || 8 ||

sa= he(thequalifiedseeler who understandaspreviously indicated);paryagat = (having) attained,;
Sukiam = Sokamhitam= free from sorrav; akayam= lifigasanravarjitam = lacking a subtlebody;
avranam = complete,not suffering from limitations of time, spaceor capacity;asraviram = lack-
ing a physicalbody (literally: lacking sinewvs, lacking muscles;lacking a body of the kind thatin-

cludessinavs and other physicalfeatures);5Suddham= beingthe sourceof all purity, the purifier;

apapaviddham= untouchedy sin; kavih= oneknowing all, omniscientymansi = onewho controls
the mindsof all; paribhuh = omnipresenandthe controllerof all, “the bestthereis”; svayambbh =

self-sustaininglackingary dependencen ary other;yathatathyatatah= having the quality of yatha
tatha or “asis,’ i.e.,"“in reality” “truly andproperly’ asdistinguishedrom “deceitfully,” “in adream
orillusion;” &c.; arthan = entities,objects;vyadadiat = createdprdained;sasvaibhyah= eternally
sincetimeimmemorial;samabhyah= years,ages.

He (the one who knows as previously described) attains the Lord who is completely free of
sorrow, lacking the subtle body (of transmigration and rebirth), and the gross body (that is
the cause of physical suffering), indeed is Himself the source of all purity anywhere, lacking
any manner of contact with sin. That omniscient, self-sustaining Lord, the controller of all
minds, has eternally created all entities (in an infinitude of cycles of Creation) in reality.

Therefore by knowing the Supremeasdescribedthe qualifiedseeler shalesoff the bondagdo the
subtlebody andthe densebody which arethe causeof suffering, and henceattainsfreedomfrom
delusionandsorraw. Thefirst half of this mantia describeqegative qualities,or the Lord’s lack of
aphysicalbody &c. The questionthenariseshow suchan entity canbe capableof action,sinceall
actionis seento be only by beingsthat are endaved with physicalbodies. The secondhalf of the
versethenclarifiesthat the actionsof the Lord suchas Creationare entirely true and have beenso
from time immemoria) thusnoneneedexplain avay Creationasa myth or illusion. The Lord’s form
is characterizedby His self-samejualitiessuchasomnisciencehenceit is not thatHe hasno form,
but only thatHe doesnot have oneof the samedeficientsortascreaturesn theworld do.

N.B. Thisverseis oftenquotedby A_CEryaMadh\aasanauthorityin supportof thereality of Creation.

It has beenpreviously stated(verse 7) that exact knowledge of the Paranmatma is the meansto
liberation (mukt); that suchknowledge mustbe accompaniedy criticism of (rejectionof) incor
rect/illusorydoctrinesandcannotbe by itself, thusis clarifiedin the following threeverses—
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andhamtamahpraviSantiye'vidyamugasate|
tato bhuyaiva te tamoyau vidyayamratah || 9 ||

andhamtamah = relentless,blinding darkness;pravisanti = enterinto, obtain; ye = thosewho;

avidyam= with incorrectunderstandingaving failedto graspcorrectly;upasate= worship,meditate
upon;tatah = andthen,thanthat; bhuyah= greater;iva = undoubtedlyte = they, thosewho; tamah
= darknessya = who; u = but; vidyayam = properknowledge;ratah = engagedn, devotedto.

Those who worship [Visnu or others] with false understanding enter dense, unrelenting dark-
ness; a greater darkness than that go they, who are merely devoted to the correct under-
standing (but do not care to criticize incorrect understanding).

We may say therefore that“a greatresponsibilityrestswith him who knows; heis boundto teach
others[else]hislot is evenworsethanthoseof theignorant. [SCV11]

Not only is it the casethatonemustcondemrfalseknowledgein orderto avoid the greatersuffering
thatwould ensudf onedid not, but onemustalsodo sobecaus¢hetwo things,correctunderstanding
and condemnatiorof incorrectunderstandingeachhave their own separateesultthat one should
seekthusthe next verse—

anyadeahurvidyaa’ nyadahuravidyaya |
iti Sulsrumadhiranamye nastadvicacakse || 10 ||

anyat = the other different; eva = only; ahuh= they (the learned)say; vidyaya = by correctun-
derstandingavidyay = by criticism of falseunderstandingiti = thus; stsrumah= we have heard;
dhiranam= dhimaam= personof soundunderstandingye= who; nah= us;tad = that;vicacak#&e
= vyacacak# e = explained,taught.

We heard from the wise and judicious, who explained to us that the result of having the right
knowledge is different from the result of condemning the wrong knowledge.

Therefore poth (practiceof correctunderstandingndcriticism of falseunderstandingdreneeded.

Thedifferenceclaimedhereis now explained—

vidyam cavidyam ca yastadvedobhayasaha|
avidyay mrtyumtirtva vidyaya’mrtamasnute || 11 ||

vidyam = exactknowledgeof Visnu; avidya = criticism of falseknowledge;ca = and(in conjunction
with); yah = who; tad = that; veda= knows; ubhayam= both; saha= together at the sametime;
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avidyay = by meansof criticism of falseknowvledge; mrtyum= death(andotherundesirablesuch
assuffering andignorance)jirtva = having overcome crossecver; vidyaya = by meansof correct
knowledge;amritam = moks characterizedby enjoyment;aSnute= obtains.

One who knows the correct knowledge, and also criticizes false knowledge, for him, by crit-
icism of false knowledge (which causes suffering), he overcomes suffering, and by practice
of correct knowledge (which causes enjoyment), he obtains mukti

It hasbeensaidthatfalseknowledgecausesuffering, andthatcorrectknonvledgegivesmukti How
is thisso?Thisis clarified—

andhamtamahpraviSantiye’'samblutimupasate|
tato bhuyaiva te tamoya u samblutyamratah || 12 ||

andhamtamah = relentless,blinding darkness;pravisanti = enterinto, obtain; ye = thosewho;
asamblatim = ‘srgtikarta na’ = “not Creatoj’ having failedto graspVisnu asthe Creator;upasate=
worship,meditateupon;tatah = andthen,thanthat; bhuyah= greater;iva = undoubtedlyte = they,
thosewho; tamah= darknessya = who; u = but; samblutyam = asCreatoronly; ratah = engagedn,
devotedto.

Those who worship [Visnu] with the understanding that He is not the Creator, enter dense,
unrelenting darkness; to a greater darkness than that go they, who merely think of Him as
the Creator alone [but not as the Sustainer or Destroyer].

It hasbeensaidearlierthatthe Lord is the Sustainerhencethatalsoshouldbeunderstood.

Not only is it the casethatonemustknow the Lord asbeingthe Creatoraswell asthe Destrger so
thatthesuffering thatwould ensuaf oneof thesewerenotknown couldbeavoided,onemustalsodo
so becauséhe two things, knowing Him asCreatorandasDestrger, eachhave their own separate
resultthatoneshouldseek thusthe next verse—

anyadeahuhsambhagdanyadhurasambazat |
iti Sulsrumadhiranamye nastadvicacakse || 13 ||

anyat = the other different; eva = only; ahuh = they (the learned)say; sambhaat = by correct
understandingisCreator;asambhaat = by correctunderstandingsDestrger; iti = thus;Susrumah
= we have heard;dhiranam= dhimatm = personf soundunderstandingye = who; nah = us;tad
= that;vicacak&e = vyacacakg e = explained,taught.

We have heard from the wise, who explained to us that the result of having knowledge of
Him as Creator is different from the result of knowing Him as the Destroyer.

Whatis this difference?Thenext verseclarifies—
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samblutim cavinaSamca yastadvedobhayasaha|
vinaSenamrtyumtirtva samblutya’mrtameasnute || 14 ||

samblutim = knowledgeof Visnu asCreator,vinasam= knowvledgeof Him asDestrger; ca=and(in
conjunctiorwith); yah=who; tad = that; veda= knows; ubhayan both;saha= togetheratthesame
time; vinaSena= by meansof knowing Him asDestrgzer; mrtyum = death(and otherundesirables
suchassuffering andignorance)firtva = having overcome crossedver; sambhutya = by meansof
knowing Him asCreator;amitam= moks characterizethy enjoyment;asSnute= obtains.

One who knows Visnu as Creator, and also as the Destroyer, for him, by knowledge of Him
as Destroyer, he overcomes suffering, and by knowing Him as Creator, he obtains mukti

For a seeler who obtainsqualificationfor spiritual studyin accordancevith thefirst two versesthe
furtherverseshave clarified the natureof the Supremeandthenit is statedthatrealizationof what
hasbeenstatedis the causeof liberation. To shav thatsuchrealizationdoesnot occurmerelyupon
listeningto, &c. of thetenetsstated but thatit occursonly by the Lord’s own grace for whichit is
necessaryo praysothatHe maycauseealization the next versegproceed—

hiranmayengpatrena satyasgpihitammukham
tat tvampusanna@vrnu satyadharrayadrstaye || 15|

hiranmayena= by the golden,effulgent; patrera = by the orb, disk; satyasya of theLord, whois of
completeandrealauspiciougqualities;apihitam= concealedmukhanr face(andotherpartsalso);
tat = that; tvam= you; pusan = CompleteOne; apavrnu = urveil, disclose;satyadharraya = to the
devotee,i.e.,to me;drstaye= in orderto see.

The effulgent form of the Lord, who is present (even) in the solar orb and is of complete
auspicious qualities, is concealed from my vision; O Complete One, | pray to thee that thou
mayest disclose thine form (which | otherwise would never be able to see) to me, thy devotee.

pusannekare yamasurya prajapatyavyuharasmn |
sanuhatejahyatte rupamkalyapatamamtat te paSyami || 16 ||

pusan = Completeone; ekarse = SupremeKnowable,alsopresentn the sageEkars; yama= Con-
troller of all, alsopresenin the deity Yama(god of death);surya = a goalor objective for (even)the
deities,alsopresenin Surya(god of the sun); prajapatya= asbeingspeciallyobtainedoy Prappati
or Brahnmg; vyuha = extend;rasmn = theknowledgeof my true naturetejah = extrinsic knowledge;
yat= what,thatwhich; te = your; rupam= form; kalyanatamam= of exceedinglyauspicioushature;
tat = that; paSyami = | see.
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O Pusan the Omniscient, Ekarsi the Supreme Knowable, Yama the controller of all, Surya the
effulgent and a destination for even the deities, Prajapatya a special destination for Brahma;
extend the knowledge that is of my true nature, and also knowledge extrinsic to me, so that
| may perceive that most auspicious form of yours.

Thatit is necessaryo know the Supremeas beingresidentin Mukhya-Vayu, the chief amongall
jivas, thusalsois indicated—

yo'savasaupurugah so’hamasmi|| 17 ||

yah=Hewho;asau=in (thedeity of) Life (asauis thelocative singularof asumeaningflife”); asau
= exists; purusah = the completeperson;sah= he;aham= aheg/am= unfit for rejection,impossible
to avoid; asmi= essenceheing.

That Perfect Being, who exists in all symbols including Mukhya Prana, the god of Life, and
who cannot be avoided (by anyone ever), is the very essence of being (for myself and for
everyone else).

N.B. It is not possibleto explain this line asexpressingdentity of theindividual with the Supreme,
asthe word asmiusesthe lat pratyayaandwould needto expressidentity in the presentense,per
the rule of Parini, vartamane lat (Astadhyayl 3.2.123),a sensethat is not proposedeven by the
non-dualists.

At this,thequestionarises:how mayit besaidthatVisnu of perfectform is theessencef all beings,
whenbeingsthemselesundego destructiorsuchasby cremation?Surely then,theirresidenwould
alsobedestryedby their destruction?T his objectionis answeredsfollows —

vayuranilamamtamathedanbhasnantamsanram || 18 ||

vayuh= Prarg,thegodof Life; anilam= ahbrahmaivanilamnilayanamyasyasah= “he whosesup-
portis‘a, i.e.,Brahmanalone”;amitam= freeof death;atha= now, then;idam= this; bhasnantam
= endingin fire, subjectto (destructiorsuchas)cremationsanram= body

Although this body is subject to destruction by fire (or similarly), even so, (even) the deity of
Life whose support is Brahman alone, does not himself suffer destruction at any time.

Thepointbeingmadeis thatwheneventhedeity of Life doesnot suffer destructiorbecausef being
supportecby Brahmanwhatremainsto be saidin respecof thelatter? It is surelyobviousthatthe
latterdoesnot have ary destructiorHimself.
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N.B. The word vayu is oft mistranslatedas “wind.” Philology tells us that sucha meaningis not
appropriatesincevayuis a cognateof Latin vita meaning‘life.” Hence,Vayuis “the godof Life,”
not“the wind god” ascommonlysupposed.

Then,the Onesignifiedby the pranavais prayedio —

Omkrato smae krtamsmaa |
Omkrato smam krtamsmas || 19 ||

Om=thepranava, signifying Hari; krato = Hari, who art of theform of knowledge;smai = beof a
dispositionto bless;krtam= gooddeedd have done;smag@ = beof adispositionto shawv favor upon.

O Hari, who art of the form of knowledge, be thou of a disposition to bless me, thy devotee;
note thou any good things | may have done (and have compassion for things | have done
wrong), and show favor upon me. O Hari, who art of the form of knowledge, be thou of a
disposition to bless me, thy devotee; note thou any good things | may have done (and have
compassion for things | have done wrong), and show favor upon me.

N.B. In orderto shav thatthis attitudemustbe a constantefrainin the mind of the devotee,theline
is repeated.

It haspreviously beenshavn that alongwith Sravarg, etc.,in orderto obtainrealizationof what
onehasobtaineda grossunderstandingf, prayeris alsonecessatrylt is now shavn thateven after
realizationis achiered, worshipof the Lord is necessaryn orderto attainliberation. With this intent
in mind, the Supremeaspresenin Agni is worshipped—

agnenayasupatla rayeasnan vis\ani deva vayurani vidvan |
yuyodhyasmajjuhanamenadbhuyighamte namauktimvidhema|| 20 ||

agne= aflgamdeham gurabhutamjagadva, nayatiprerayati = O Agni (the Controllerof the body,
andindeedof the whole universe);naya= guide,lead; supatla = by the auspiciougath;raye= to
the wealth (of liberation); asman = us; visvani = complete,adequatefdeva = O Deity; vayurani =
thoughts piecesof knowledge;vidvan = know; yuyodhi= remove, separateasmat= our; juhuranam
= deggrading,sinful; enah= sin, evil deed;bhuyigham = fullest, to the utmost,endaved with knowl-
edgeanddevotion; te = untoyou; nama= praise salutationspktim= utter; vidhema= we do.

O Lord, as ‘Agni’, you are verily the controller of the body, and even of the whole universe;
lead us by the highest path to the wealth of liberation; you fully know all that we know, all
the efforts we have made; remove from us the effects of past sinful acts that are causing
bondage, thus we pray unto you with our fullest knowledge and devotion.

N.B. Thisverseis alsofoundasRg Vedal.189-1.
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Om purnamadahpurnamidampurnat purnamudacyate
purnasyapurnamadayapurnamevavasisyate ||
Om&antih &antih &antih ||

(Keshaa Tadipatri& ShrishaRao)
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